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\W | here would | be without this Mission?
Angelica gratefully asks this question as she
recalls all of the help that she has received thus fa
The answer to this question for many of the men and
women at the Mission is homelessness — on the
streets and addicted to alcohol or drugs.

How did Angelica go from being drug-free to
becoming addicted to crack cocaine and then finding
herself homeless? We'll let her tell you herself.

Angelica practices typing
in the Learning Center.

What was your childhood like?
| was born and raised in Stockton by my grandmdibeause my mom
was an alcoholic and was abusing drugs. My father wastdind in prison.
My grandmother died when | was 5 years old gand
| went to live with my mom in Seattle, Washington,
At 12 years old, a 27 year-old “family friend” used
to come over to visit. We grew closer over time
and | became pregnant with his first child at 13.
By the time | was 15, we had a second child.
He was abusing alcohol and drugs at that time
and eventually went to jail. When he got out, he
dove back into drug use.

Angelica with New Hope
Family Shelter shift manager,
Angelica Chavez.

When did you begin using drugs?

| was angry and curious enough about his drug use tbgahtio try different
drugs myself. Soon, | was addicted to crack cocaine andneeszared and
paranoid. | would get high for months. Our relationsbiprsbecame very dys-
functional. We would be abusive towards one anothesigdlfy and emotionally.
We had two other children during this time and lived in varghedters.

How did you learn about the Mission?

He became drug-free after being released from
jail the last time and began to rebuild his life. Our
roles began to reverse. He was now taking care of
the kids and | was abusing drugs and on the streets.
The drugs made me a monster. | became an angry
person and had no where to go. Then my friend

told me about the Mission. continued on pg 3...
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TO CHAPEL VOLUNTEERS:
THANK YOU FOR YOUR OUTSTANDING COMMITMENT AND SERVCE TO THE MEN!
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continued from page 1...
How has staying at the Mission helped you?

I've been here 5 months. | know today that therg

is a God and that He paved the way for me to ge

here. I'm learning how to constructively handle my
anger and | have a smile on my face now. I'm bgc

to the “old me”, before | began using drugs.
My goals are to graduate the program in April

take steps to see my children (to teach them the [i
way to live since all they have seen is my party life

and to go to school to become a bus driver.

What do you like best about the program?
| like that the women lift each other up and thq
| feel safe here. My favorite classes are: Power
Over Addiction and Anger Management.
I'd like to say to those out there who are strug}

gling and don't have hope, that there is hope at the

Mission. Take the steps to get the help you need
and don’'t be embarrassed. God has something
bigger and better for you than just “getting by”.

Please continue to give to help others like Angelical
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| will become a__Monthly _Bimonthly _Quarterly
pledge partner in the amount of:

O $25 O $50 [J9%75
[0 $100 [ Other

Name:

Address:
City:

E-mail address:

Phone:

Please mail to:

Gospel Center Rescue Mission
445 S. San Joaquin Street Stockton, CA 95203
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